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Guests and colleagues, this will be my final address ta

you as Chairperson of the PdsiNA Y I NB a dza
Association at this our f4National Conference held in
the Sheraton Hotel, Athlone.

The PPMTA, formerly known as tA8SOCIATION OF
TEACHERS OF MUSIC IN POST PRIMARYSSCHOO
(ATMPPS), was established in the 60s to provide a
united voice nationally for second Level Music Teache
on issues of common concern. It is the only body whic
exclusively represents Music Teachers involved in the
teaching of Music in Second Level Programmes. We g
not a management body, we are not a trade union, an
we are not a corporate body. We are an independent
association comprising music teachers who are
passionate about music education. We are an
association whose national executive committee has
the complex responsibility of managing, supporting,
advising and representing Music Education at second
level.

This National Executive committee comprises five
officers and fourteen Branch Representatives
nationwide. These branches are active and are the
heart of our association with over thirty meetings
having taken place with members participating in a
variety of discussion / workshops / lectures. On a
national level the annual conference is organised as a
weekend event. On behalf of all of us, | would like to
thank all our reps for their commitment, dedication anc

hard work. A huge word of thanks to our outgoing re
AG@raldin® FebrielS(MiElands) and Orla Drumgoole
(North East) and welcome to our incoming reps
Deborah Reynolds (Midlands) and Cara Murray (Not
East). There are nine months in the academic year.
| National Executive Committee held nine meetings w
G2dzi aARS¢ YSSihAay3aa yz2i
@agree that it is quite a commitment and on your behé
pvould like to voice my appreciation to the officers,
Steve McFarlane (Deputy Chair), Mairéad Edmonds
(Membership secretary). Freda Mooney (Treasurer)
dPaul Brennan (Secretary).

One objective of our association
g to represent members on matter

pertaining to the Certificate
Exams. Strong links have been forged with the State
Examinations Commission: Our Chief Advising
Examiners, Marian Mullen & Jean Downey in the
Leaving Certificate and Eithne Horgan & Anna Heffe
in the Junior Certificate have always had an open do
policy with this committee and we are and remain ve
appreciative of that. An annual report on each of the
state exams is submitted to the SEC on behalf of
members. We are delighted with the continuing
increase in the subject uptake with 2010 Leaving
Certificate at 5,754 and a continuous increase noted

the Junior Certificate 2008,322/20099,511 and 2010
19,715. However, | would still be very concerned abot

Continued on page
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Meet the Professor
Education Resource to Celebrate the Centenary of th

Birth of Aloys Fleischmann

Compiled by Michelle Finnerty

Aloys Fleischmann was one of the most influential
figures in Irish musical life in the twentieth century.
Born in 1910 in Munich, Fleischmann died in Cork on
July 1992. Throughout his life, Fleischmann made a
remarkable contribution to the development of the arts
in Ireland.

Fleischmann held the Chair of Music at UCC for 46

educator, academic and composer, Fleischmann

Cork Symphony Orchestrahich he conducted for 56
years. In 1947, he dounded theCork Ballet Company
and in 1956, he founded th€ork International Choral
Festivalwhich he directed for 33 years.

As an essential part of his work, Aloys sought to
increase the profile of music education in schools

ThePPMTA Forunmas seen massive growth over the

2010 Annual Conference.

2S5S00S aSSYy YSYOSNEKALI NA
More members are of course most welcome,
particularly new teachers looking for answers to typica
guestions that all music teachers had to deal with in
relation to practicals / syllabuses etc.

Check us out at www.ppmta.ie and click on Forum

last few months aided by our promotion of same at the

v

throughout Ireland. Throughout his career, he

endeavoured to increase access to music for all children

D,

in Ireland. In 1935, he set up tivusic Teachers
Associationto assist music teachers in Ireland. This
tradition and legacy is carried on by music teachers all
over Ireland, many of whom studied under Professor
Fleischmann at University College Cork.

As part of the centenary celebrations of the birth of
Aloys Fleischmann, Cork City Council commissioned an
education pack to provide an opportunity for secondary
school students to learn about Aloys Fleischmann and
his remarkable career. The pack entitidéet the
Professomims to introduce teachers and students to his
significant work and legacy.

The book provides students with biographical
information on Aloys Fleischmann and his remarkable
career. It highlights his early years in Cork, his time as
Professor of Music in University College Cork and his
remarkable contribution to musical life in Cork and

beyond. The accompanying CD reveals the diverse work

organiser and educator.

The worksheets and copies of original documents
contained in the pack are designed to encourage

Meet the ProfessdEducation Pack was compiled by
Michelle Finnerty. She is a Lecturer at the School of
Music and Theatre, University College Cork.

The education pack is available for download via the
Cork City Council Arts Department at www.corkcity.ie/
aloysfleischmann.

Zhat Fleischmann engaged in as a composer, researcher,

d0dzRSyida G2 Sy3r3as sgAldK | al
years, from 1934 to 1980. In addition to his work as arthat may be linked to the Junior Certificate Curriculum
including history, social inclusion and music. A poster
founded many organisations and ensembles to promotprovides a visual aid to understanding the extent of
and develop music in Ireland. In 1934, he foundedtheCtf SA A8 OKY Il yy Qad Ay Tf dSyO0S 2y

d AL A\
Martin Barrett (PDST), Ethel Glancy and Paul Brennan at

National Conference
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Cashel Community School Chbir s K2 ¢gSNB QGAOG2NA2dza Ay (GKS aSO2YyRI NI
carols for choirs competition. This success followed on from a very busy first term with the school performing the
musicaHairsprayt t 2y 3 gA 0K G2 / KNAaAGYIF&a OF NPt &ASNBAOSad ¢
received by the judges. Particular congratulations to teacher, John Murray and the soloist Tomas Grogan. |Well
done to all concerned.

Music Generationthe new Irish national agency for
music development, has announced details of the
National Music Education Programme. The new
programme is supported byap YAf f A2y R2
U2 aswellasan YAffA2Yy R2ylFGA2Y
Funds

Administered byMusic Network the scheme aims to develop
music education in Ireland by supporting musical
performances and by funding local administrative and
infrastructural resources. The deadline for the first round of
applications to the scheme is Thursday, 31 March 2011.

[ 2YYSYyGAy3a 2y | nwQa Ay@g2t oSYSyi
The Edgéi I AEReR if y#u choose not to make [music] your
job, learning music has proved to have a hugely positive
affect on society in gener@lQr. Tony O DalaighChairman of
Music Generation, said that the new programme will change
the lives of thousands of children and young people in
Ireland.

Further information available on the website at:;
www.musicgeneration.ie
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Congratulation to theyirls ofPresentation Secondary School, Ballyphehane, Co @arktheir music teachevls.

Anne Dunphwho won The 2010 All Island School Choir Competition held in Belfast on Sunday 14th November.
The All Island School Choir Competition is sponsored fmp&ation Ireland in association with RTE and is in it
second year.

Branch Contact Name Contact Email
Cork Noreen OO6Sul | i osulivannoreen@gmail.com
Donegal Donna McRory mcroryd@eircom.net

Muinteoiri Cheoil Breandain Mac Grainne bembygrant@yahoo.com

Limerick / Clare
Westmeath / Midlands
Sliabh Luachra

Sligo / Longford / Leitrim / Roscommon
North East

Tipperary

Galway

South East

Wicklow / Kildare
Mayo

Dublin

Stephen McFarlane
Deborah Reynolds
Mairéad Edmonds
Siofra Cox

Cara Murray

John Murray
Annette Walsh
Elaine Cunningham
Freda Mooney
Jennifer Hiney
Mary McFadden

stephenmcf@gmail.com
dreynoldsgallen@gmail.com
mairead_edmonds@hotmail.com
siofracox@hotmail.com
cnimhuiri@vodafone.ie
murraycol@eircom.net
aandpwalsh@eircom.net
elainecunningham77@hotmail.com
kennmoon@eircom.net
jennyhiney@yahoo.co.uk

maryhmcfadden@gmail.com
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Fifth and sixth year students in the Rosses Communit
School, Dungloe, Co. Donegal enjoyed a wonderful vi
from Mr. Gerry Murphyn December 14 | & ( ®
incredible enthusiasm for music was evident from the
2dziaSi | & mKeuseldS3HeIRBIMIRBIRZ V&
piano as the students entered the music room.
Having captivated their attention, Gerry moved on to
introduce the topic of composition, addressing what
exactly it is to be a composer and to practise as one,
then shared some tools of the trade such as
compositional techniquedefore allowing students to
listen to some of his own original work for uilleann
pipes and orchestra. Gerry provided the background
information to how each piece was written. Much fooc
for thought was provided on the concept of being a
practising composer.

Next, Gerry presented a lively talk about tBach
Cantata BWV 78 He engaged with the students in a
variety of ways by means of discussion and debate
supported by demonstrations on piano as well as
fAaldSyAy3 G2 I NBO2NRAyY3
wisdom, knowledge and expertise allowed the student
and teacher alike to view this work form a fresh
perspective. We even took a look at the translations @
the German text; one student was brave enough to
converse a little in German with Gerry!

A most fulfilling and inspiring day was had by all in the
R.C.S. Music Dept.

Edel McLoughlin

PPMTA Workbook 1 Composition €N n
gft’PMTA Workbook 2 Course B (Blue) €cCcn
EP%A]FMO%gook 3 Course A (Green) €cCcn
¢tKS o 02214a& YIé& oS 2 dz=
¢SFOKSNEQ wS@AaA2y /e2wzNE S
HeSI OKSNARQ wS@AaAz2y /e2wmA S
¢tKS H 0221a& YIé& 0SS 02dz-

These can be ordered from Paul Brennan
pmb@eircom.net

)

O9EOAGAY3 LXIlya FINB | F220 7Tz
C rence! PRetails wijll be poste he website |, -
ante %er% SV PEROSeRR IR WeBEe 4 51 ¢

Solurlng thi

It is hoped that the three parts of the Professional
pevelopment Service for Teachers (PDS$giwice,
delivered during 2009/10 and 2010/11, will be delivered
at the Conference in conjunction with the PDST.

Congratulations and best wishes to Oliver on his
NBEGANBYSyY (o ¢tKS ttac!
with a presentation in the Aisling Hotel, Dublin on
January 15th 2011

Y I
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© % SMElwas established in 2010
as a democratically formed
umbrella group for Music

Society for Musi Education in ireland Education interests in Ireland.

SMElI is the ISME
(International Society for
Music Education) National

CCOE
Cumanma Ceol Oideachais na hEirearn . .
« Affiliate in Ireland.

On behalf of the PPMTA, | was delighted to attend this
/| 2y FSNBYyOS 6KAOK (221
Drumcondra on Saturday, 9November 2010.
The drive of this society is to raise the profile and status of
music education in Ireland on a national and international
level. It provides an umbrella group falt music education
individuals, organisations /associations and institutions in
order todiscusdssues of common concerigentify areas of
common practice anghareinformation on topics of mutual
interest. It also aims to providefarum for those individuals,
organisations / associations and institutions who are
involved in music education in Ireland to meet and share
views, observations and information in a spirit of co
operation and collaboration. In addition it hopes to establis
national music education events at regular intervals e.g.
annually or biennially, including seminars, conferences and
showcase events.

This oneday conference was packed with information and
representation from a wide spectrum of Music Educators in
the Irish community, some of which | have included inltse
at the end of this article* The day typically began with

SMEI

registration and membership. This was then followed by the

Research Showcasgich comprised two posgraduate
students talking of their research, naméWairéad Berrill
Towards the Integration of Group Music Making in Second
Level Classroom Practiard Thomas Johnstoifhe Place of
Irish Traditional Music in Educational Context not just in
Ireland but further afield Both researchers presented
informative and engaging talks with lots of reference for
further study.

The SMEI general meeting took place next starting with lots
of congratulations from leading Music Educators from arour
the world, some of which includedakan Langstrom
SwedenJudy Thénel|South AfricaMargaret Barrett,
QueenslandGudrun SchmidKarner, GermanyCommunity
Musicin BostonMarie McCarthy Michigan andsraham
Welch, ISME. Background to ISME and the formation of the
society, planned activities, constitution and committee were
all discussed with brief presentations from representatives
from all attending groups / initiatives.

After lunch we roamed freely iMusic Education Poster
Presentationsvhereupon students presented their research
on Al posters and delegates were able to engage the
students on their work in an informal manner.

The guest speaker wasl NB h Q5 2 KsgisheitiCRié |

LI | O sdevelgp

n

D

Inspector from the Department of Education and Skills, who
O2y 3aANI (dzft I 4§ SR { a9 LtheltinyeRs righg
for SMEI.
strength for the further development of Music Education i
LNBf B fRE®52y Yy OKI RKI O02YYS
inclusion of such a broad database of music educators and
emphasised the continuum of Music Education from early
childhood through to adult, further and higher education and

(et

w

beyond. He spoke about SMEI as an advocate for curriculum

ment; Geod nRIgMeNtagien of mysic edgcatigrywas
highlighted from the published school reports and also th
incredible extracurricular and cecurricular work being don
by teachers nationwide. He also acknowledged the vibrant

organisation that is the PPMTA and the important work of the

CHMHE and Fuaim. Attention was given to the important
area that is assessment and how it must mirror the musical

experlence in the classroom and not be allowed to dictate the

G S+ OK S NIieachérdddnab teachiieffectively if effecti
assessment and monitoring do not take pldce a NJ
hQ52y2KdzS FAYAAKSR gAGK (K
the value of Music Education but it must become an
embedded priority of each school ethos.

Ashort concert sponsored by the DIT Conservatory of Music,
was then given by students of tigallymun Music
Programmeconducted byAndrea and Ron Cooneyhich
was thoroughly enjoyed by all. T his programme is an
amalgamation of five schools with ¢1000 students involve
The whole project is embedded in the school with a hectic
training programme: once a week during class, two group
minute lessons and rehearsals four mornings a week befo
school begins.

The day finished with a practical workshop, sponsored by
Arts Council, given bgoin Coughlamand Brian Morrissey
entitled An Introduction to Improvisation and Composition.
After many dance hihop rhythm moves to the sounds of
hornpipes, we then engaged in some chest tapping, ba ba
clapping, fizzy fizz clicking, va voom back sliding body
LISNODdzaaAiz2y FyR GKIGQa y2i
back on our feet this time as the human drum kit which
llowed for lots of improvisation and some very unusual 5/4,
/4 rhythms!! The lads then completed the workshop briefly
outliningtwo tools of Music Therapong writingand Lyric
Analysi€ ' yR aSO2yRfé& St SgIiA

30

a
An excellent workshop that would easily translate into the
classroom.

Unlike our Finnish counterparts our profession in Ireland
seems to be dictated by economics and the duration of ou
holidays! A look at our census form shows how we have
become recorded as technicians and are no longer under
title of professional. How many of our colleagues returned to
their schools to find timetables halved due to budget
constraints? It is now more than ever important that we all
combine our talents, expertise and professionalism and

-

the
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showcase the high standard of Music Education that exists in

YSy
The synergy of representation of all parties is a key

Pl

[ A

L.



The Irish Music Teacher

Pagé

Ireland. Congratulations to the SMEI for providing this
invaluable platform and well done fRegina MurphyJohn
h Q C faBdyalf'the committee for such a successful
conference.

If you are interested in membership and / or want to know

more about SMEI please contact me at
ethel.glancy@gmail.com. Anyone attending RIME confere
in Exeter 2011 or ISME Thessaloniki 20127 Let me know!

Ethel Glancy

*Music Educators in the Irish Community
KSI Kodaly Society of Ireland www.kodalyireland.com
CHMHE Council of Heads of Music in Higher Education www.chmhe.ie
OAIM Online Academy of Irish Music www.oaim.ie
ACAE Association for Creativity and Arts in Education www.dwec.ie/programmes/introduction.html
SMi Society for Musicology in Ireland www.musicologyireland.com
IME Irish Music Education www.ime.ie
ICTM International Council for Traditional Music www.ictm.ie
ISME International Society for Music Education www.isme.org
EAS European Association for Music in Schools www.easmusic.org

nce

1 2YTSNBYOS wnamnY [ KF RNRISNE 2

the placing and timing of the LC exam. We did voice
disquiet to the administration department of the SEC
regarding the placing of Religion and Music on the s
day. They were appreciative and did listen to our
consideration. However, if you were a student of
Agricultural Science it was a tough day! We also hav
got to take into account the nature of our papers i.e.
composition is a skills based paper and with the exis
placing of the exam we end up not seeing our stude
for close on three weeks before they take the paper,
239 June 2011. The positioning of the Composition
Paper from 15:1516:45 is also a concern: is this too
late in the day for the students? Please direct any
thoughts on this matter to your branch rep or
committee secretary.

@ Another objective pertains to
#" curriculum development. Apglune
NCC{XM 2008 saw a massive collaboration
T between the PPMTA and the NCCA
with 4 meetings held and questionnaires completed
nationwide on thePROPOSED CHANGES AND
REBALANCING OF OUR JUNIOR CERTIFICATE. S
NCCA were very grateful of this collaboration and

the highest number of responses. Then in 2009, the
then Minister called for a fundamental review of the
whole JC experience which is now over 20 yrs old. N
was asked to look at the student experience at junio
cycle. ESRI research has shown that a lot of rote

learning is involved in the JC and that its very nature

feeling that the JC is perceived as a low state exam
preparation for the larger exam that is the LC. Thus

informed us that we were one of two associations withsupporter and collaborator of the PPMTA and is alwz

being determined by exam preparation. It is the generdl Yy R

obkegan a new consultation process calladovation and
Identity: Ideas for a new Junior CydB® to
anvevw.ncca.ie and have your sqyt is really important

are maintained but more importantly that we nurture
e junior cycle music programme that will allow student

engage in a meaningful, holistic and valuable music
tirgglucation.

nts
Om the NCTE (National Council for
- , ' Technology in Education) and the PPM
with the aim of providing ifservice training in music
and ICT for all our members. Unfortunately and desg
best efforts, due to financial constraints these talks
never went beyond these meetings. In the present
climate the only area that is being given attention is
Project Maths. As reported at our last AGM the
education centres were hoping to purchase Sibelius
with the intention of offering courses to music teache
| am glad to report that this is happening. Kildare
Education Centre held a two day course on Sibelius

Y doxBr® the 25% and 50% LC exams. Frank Walsh,
director of the Athlone Education Centre is a great

open to members requesting courses in this area. O
December & another Sibelius course will take place i
IC&tllone. On behalf of myself and the committee | wo
r like to thank Frank for his support to the Association
would also like to acknowledge the continued suppo
igof our Music Inspectors Amanda Geary, Elaine Collir
{SFYdza hQ/ I YyIAYY AY
in this area.

U)m

A series of meetings were held between

that the links already forged with the NCCA and PPMTA
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. J Strong Links were forged this year with the
E ] PPMTA working in partnership with the
Second Level Support Service in preparatic
of a Music and ICT course. ThkeS$itiated a
nationwide series of professional development
workshops for music teachers in April addy 2010
which took place in ten centres nationwide. This hand
on course entitledrhe Creative Use of ICT in the Music
Roomwas designed to support and stimulate music
teachers in their work under the theme ®faching and
Learning It wasfacilitatedby a team of Local
Facilitators who are all second level music teachers.
Support for the workshops was excellent and everyon
agreed it was a very valuable experience. A huge wor
of thanks goes to Conor Harrison from tBecond Level
Support Servicand Martin Barrett who cebrdinated it.
As of September 1 2010, the SLSS has amalgamated
with other educational bodies under the new
[PDST| title of The Professional Development Service f
| ) TeachergPDST). As the title suggests the PDS
~ will be doing just that with the second part of
the trilogy, The Creative Use of Singing in the Classroc
taking place this November. The last part of the trilogy
The Creative use of Compositigitl take place in March
2011.

PPMTA has also established links with other music
education groups. A couple of meetings have taken
place with CHMHE (Council of Heads of Music in High
Education). The topics discussed included entrance
exams for music at third Level, teaching of theory and
music technology at second level and standards and
requirements for music in the Leaving
|SME6] Certificate. PPMTA is also an active membe
wem @)u of ISME (International Society for Music
Education) and SMEI (Society for Music Education in
Ireland). SMEI is a new society established to represe
music educational interests in Ireland and Irish music
educators as an ISME National Affiliate (INA). See SNV
Conference Report on page 6 of this newsletter. PPM]
W is also represented at thBubject Association
A

Representative Groy(ARG). This group

" does not assume a political role but provide
a forum for recognised subject associations to meet,
collaborate and share information.

k.| It has come to our attention that due
‘ﬁ to criteria set out by the Teaching

o Council some of our colleagues are
failing to be recognised as Qualified Music Teachers.
This is particularly important to NQTs and our student
training at third level. The Teaching council employs
two methods of screening for recognition: the course
qualification must be listed in their list of recognised
courses and the criteria outlined i.&kgcognition to
become a Qualified Music Teacheunst be met. For

example, in order to be a fully recognised Music
Teacher your study of Music must comprise 50% of
yoverall degree. It has also come to the attention of th
committee that teachers who have qualified as a
Bachelor of Music Education from TCD, and holders
music degrees from Waterford are now finding it
glifficult to have their second subject i.e. history
recognised. Every case is different and | would urge
to check with the Teaching Council to ensure your
records are up to date. If you are one of these peopl
that are affected by this, please let the committee kn
by feeding your information to Paul Brennan at
gomb@eircom.net. For those of you who have not
degistered with the Council you need to reconsider a
implementation of section 30 of the Teaching Counc
act is now imminent. This will result in an immediate
cessation of payment from the DES if a teacher is
unable to provide a registration number.

OAnother area that your committee have worked hard
Tmproving is the website. Big shout out to Ben Murra:
and Steve McFarlane for setting up our now active
DHiscussion forum. A huge word of thanks goes to Ste
for the long hours answering and processing all the
I NA2dza G2LIAOa GKIG FNB
done so, please sign up now! The Leaving Certificate
Revision courses will take place on Januafy&ed
March 12" 2011.

@Another big shout out to the hardiorking and
energetic revision team that is the writers, presenters
and venue organisers and a special word of thanks t
Paul Brennan and Jim Walsh for all the typesetting.
Their skills are also evident in the annual newsletter
*vhich is always informative and appreciated by all

members. To date three Teacher Leaving Certificate
Workshops have taken place, 2007, 2009 and 2010.
Nthese were all very well received and supported witt

Sr. Ignatius  Fr. Pat McCarr Cait Cooper Patricia
Murphy Murphy
1960s Early 1970s 1970s 19801984
S
Bernadette Sr. Anne Louise
Marmion hQCt Iyl RQy 2yy St f
19841988 19881992 19921998

Many times during my tenure as Chairperson | was
asked about the foundations and history of the
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association, thus my opening paragraph. It being my
FAYIE [/ KFANLISNER2YQa |
about past chairpersons. Thank you to the many peop
| questioned, interviewed, coerced into giving me info
and photos.

The Association was founded in the 60s by a group of
religious under the Chairmanship of Sr. Ignatius. Sr.
Ignatius or Mother Ignatius as she was fondly known
was a founder member of the ATMPPS (Association o
Teachers of Music in Pegtimary Schools). She and

t SGSNI hQ5NRAO2f =

Navan formed the first committee and for many years
meetings took place in the Loreto Hall, Dublin. Mother
Ignatius was succeeded by Fr. Pat McCarr, who for
some years was not only Chair but produced three
music text books for use in schools. Cait Cooper then
took over from Fr. McCarr. She was a Music Teacher
Loreto Crumlin with a great interest in Choral music.
Patricia Murphy, Bernadette Marmion and Sr. Anne
Flanagan subsequently chaired the Assaociation

advancing the cause of Music Teachers in a challengingvolved in editing and typesetting in the Leaving

climate which had not yet recognisegenness and
transparency [ 2 dzA & SauphQirh BayingoBig
Community School and was considered a formidable
Chairperson. She worked tirelessly and championed t
cause of the music teacher and music education.

Chris Kinder Carmel Dooley  Kathryn Ethel Glancy
Fitzgerald
19902000 20002002 20022006 20062010

The late 90s and 00s saw the baton being taken up by
Christopher Kinder, Carmel Dooley and Kathryn
Fitzgerald. It has being a privilege to inherit the reins
from such music educators. The view from the
shoulders of these giants have given me great joy and
times vertigo!

Thank you for the privilege of serving as your
chairperson for the past four years, years that have
been sometimes challenging but more often full of
appreciation, camaraderie, forging of strong friendship
and always one of absolute awe at the level of experti
of Music Education that exists in our association. | wa
to especially acknowledge my hard working colleague
on the National Executive. To Steve, Mairéad, Paul an
Freda thank you for the tremendous amount of work
you have done and continue to do. We worked really
well together, always with a positive and proactive

mindset and no job was ever too big. | always felt your

R R NX&Gu like to wish The iiconiir?y con@itel evary F

. I O1 NPebsdn for Bist nfaSideSantrifutibibto theSREMTANGE
Eccles St, Sr. Frances Jerome, Loreto, Dalkey, Francegist during my tenure but for many years before. As
Rooney, Loreto Stephen;s Green and Olive Rice, Loret@searched the history of the association, one hame

support and will remain very appreciative for that. |

lsuccess and the same level of enjoyment that | was
fortunate to experience

The last task remaining in every Chairpersons job is
name an Honorary member. | found this task
particularly challenging as so many people at many
different levels had played a huge part in my time as
fChair. However, without sounding too clichéd, there
can only be one name. So | decided to give it to this

to

kept appearing from the 90s onwards. His work, adv
expertise and professionalism is evident through
committee minutes, participation at local level branch
activities, his many years as editorTidgfe Irish Music
Teachemwhich was a substantial journal produced
twice / three times a year for so many years. He was
then elected secretary in 2006 and besides all of the
work | have already mentioned a committee membe
finds themselves involved in, he found himself heavi

/| SNOIAFTAOFIGS NBEGAaAZYy O2
Certificate Workshop courses and the

S | for this chair so it is with great applause
\\ # and thanks thatHonorary Member 2010
WA goes to Mr. Paul Brennan.

In conclusion | would like to recall the aims for which
our Association was established:

1 Provide a network for members at Branch and
National Level

1 Represent members on matters pertaining to the
Certificate Exams

1 Inform members about developments in Music
Education
T Represent members in Curriculum Development

1 Maintain links with other Educational Bodies

Bhink you will agree that your committee has worked
really hard and remained focused on the aims of this
association founded almost fifty years ago. No matte
what challenges the future brings the PPMTA will
continue to further the cause of music education in
Sreland because we continue to believe that

Sflusic Education is not a gift but a right
;“'hank you for reading!

d

—

Ethel

ce,

| annual newsletter. He was a huge support

2 NI |
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Chairperson, Executive and
Members of the Post

t NA Yl NB
l3a20AF0A2y A
pleasure for me as Mayor of
Athlone to join with you

here this evening for the
formal opening of your
Annual Conference and |
wish to thank you for your
kind invitation.

| welcome you all to our

town but in particular your Chairperson Ms Ethel Glan
and her Executive, all of whom have been busy over t
past months in organising this event and insuring that
will be a success for you.

Athlone is a town that has changed and developed
significantly over the past decade and more and more peop
are recognising the convenience of our centrality, ease of
access by road and rail and the facilities available in the are

of hotels, retailing, hospitality and leisure. | am pleased tha
you too have recognised the advantages of Athlone and tha
you are here this week. Conferences are of great economic
benefit to Athlone and | thank you for your patronage.

I know that PPMTA was established in 1960s and the role o
this Association was never more important than it is now.

Theresources of PPMT# terms of support, advice,
seminars, courses and workshops on a nationwide basis as
well as its representational role have all combined to create
awareness of the role and value of Music in our education
system and the establishment of a strong music culture in
Ireland. The PPMTA has played an important role in the
development of music curricula, vitally important to the
future of how music is experienced by our young people.
Your experience provides the necessary insight and experti
G2 Fye FdzidzNE FTNIYSG2N] Ay
In our own town | am aware of the rich history of music

GKNRdzZZIK 2yS 2F | (Kf2ySQa |y

Count John McCormackHis early education was provided byf

the Marist Brothers, well known contributors to education
her in Athlone and following his success at bblin Feis
CeoilJohn McCormack went on to success on the world
stage. He has made a great contribution to music nationally
and internationally and | was interested to hear John

adza Ao

recognise his contribution in a special interactive area of
lGKE2yS /ladtSo ¢tKAa gAft
of gtlgope Saste fpRegompleted in Spring of 2011. The Fr

Maﬁ%v qul whgr?\r‘]ghln I}ﬂcCormaCk preformed located o
0KS {KIFyy2y 2Ll>2aAirids {aG tS

NEBy2@lGA2ya 2F enyY G2 0S8

Of course this spending of public monies is not without
debate. Itis easy at times of recession to believe that
spending on the Arts and Music projects is wasteful. In many
ways the current recession forces us to put a value on each

facet of society and in education in each subject area. It
forces all of us to consider the kind of society we want to live

in and in your case as Music Teachers the kind of society you
c‘SYiSh to create.
Hei A& Iy AyGSNBadAy3a RSolGSo
jfnusic is most sovereign because more than anything els
NKeGKY FYR KIN¥Yz2ye FAYR
The value of music and the arts must not be allowed to b
igroded. Itis my belief that the harmony and balance needed
in society has its foundations in a broad experience of
égarning. Our young people need this experience more than
tever.

tOn a broader stage the proliferation of private Music / Dance
rand Drama groups in our town clearly indicates that parents
embrace the value of boarder based learning. No doubt TV
Thas influenced this growth. However, our education system
plays an important part in ensuring that the opportunity to
access Arts and Music is available to all our children equally.

When | taught in London years ago, | was very taken with|the

idea of Dance as a GCSE subject and Theatre Studies as an A
level subject. Here in Athlone, Musicals are a part of the
Annual calendar. | remain a strong advocate of a broade
curriculum that would look at subjects like these in the Senior
and Junior Cycle.

(@]}
w»

[Ny atN
_
~Z

SANJ

Finally as a parent | want to take the opportunity today to say
déank you for your contribution to all the children that you
areNg8chingy” Rhank yo8 Rrdh® mank mugicals poy prdlucep
and the hours you put into your craft. | wish your Association
/ogntinueggqof work @nd supner qf yoyr prafgsgion. gl knpw
rom the programime you have set out for your conferenc
and with the interesting line up of speakers that you have
arranged, it looks like you will have informed with
entertaining contributions which should lead to enlightene
/debate and discussions.

I hope that your time in Athlone will be enjoyable an

. 26YLyQa 6SS1SYR NI RAZ LINE Jrbstif ¥s8velNSB Bding Diformative dnll that we can &IS
O2YAARSNBR GKS tAyS dzl) 27  Lpank behdticidtids oByolrldélibeialiond NB Y KA & L
VIew. ) , o LGQAa_ Y& ILINANGAfSAS G2 F2N)YI§
Ly tttdRAYy3 G2 KAY Lad 2YS 258 4 Nt leYsR A5k §NE ol 330y K§x Ng RS
W2Ky aO/ 2NXFO1Qa yIadNItfe LETOSR F2A08° FYR o6NBFRUK

control, foundations for his renown as a vocalist. The peopld-€t the Music Begin!

of Athlone are very proud of his contribution and it is Thank You

wonderful to still hear his music played occasionally on our
national airwaves. Athlone Town Council is planning to

ClIr. Sheila Byrne, Mayor of Athlone
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Mary Melody and Steve McFarlan
ran a one night course in Autumn.

11}

Jonathan Browner is due to give a
talk on Harmony in the near future.
Adjoining branches are to be
invited.

Steve McFarlane

There have been requests for mor
in-service in IT. This to be held in
Feb. Also a workshop to be held
JC music in the future.

Noreen O'Sullivan

Of

There will be two meetings before
the summer.

There is aneeting scheduled for
15th Feb with the subject being
Leaving Cert melodwriting.

There will be a 2nd meeting in May,

date to be confirmed.

Contact Elaine Cunningham on
elainecunningham77@hotmail.car

We had a composition paper
workshop on Saturday October 2nd
from Kathryn Fitzgerald in Loreto
Convent, Letterkenny. It went
extremely well with a turnout of 17
music teachers within the county
and apologies from 4 more.

Kathryn Fitzgerald came to the
branch on January 24th, 6.3pm.
(Harmony and Tchaikovsky).

In March, there will be a meeting on
Irish Music in conjunction with loca
Combhaltas Ceoltéiri branch.

Deborah Reynolds

The branch has twice monthly
communications via email. A
meeting will be held on Feb 10th
(TY Music).

Jennifer Hiney

One meeting was held before
Christmas. Members are looking for
a composition workshop. The
Branch plans to go to Dublin for a
musical in the near future.

Mairéad Edmonds

The West did not meet during first
term as many music teachers were
busy rehearsing for musicals, choir
competitions etc.

First meeting was a collaboration
with Westmeath Branch on
Monday, 17th January, 2011 in
Athlone Education Centre. A very|
informative, handson presentation
was given by Kathryn Fitzgerald o
Harmony and Tchaikovsky. 23
teachers attended and all agreed i
was hugely beneficial.

Many thanks to Kathryn, a great
friend to us down west.

>

—

Our second meeting takes place gn

Thursday 10th February, in
Castlebar Education Centre, when

we join forces with Mayo Branch for

an information evening on
Transition Year Musiédeas and
Methodologies. A lively get
together for sharing of ideas and
suggested approaches to T.Y.is
anticipated.

>

Many thanks to both Deborah and
Jenny for kind invitations and we
look forward to your return visits.

Galway's final meeting takes place
in Galway Education Centre in
May 2011. Proposals for 20412

will be discussed, plans will be
made and evaluation of current
year completed.

Please contact Annette Walsh at
aandpwalsh@eircom.ndor any
further information or requests.
Wishing all our members the very
best of luck with practicals, exams
etc. Many thanks for continued
support

Annette Walsh delivering Galway
Branch report, Athlone Conference

&\@\&\
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Tipperary PPMTA has enjoyed 2
meetings so far this yegrone in
September and one recently in
early January. There was a
reasonably good turn out on both
occasions although we will never
say no to new members!!

A number of relevant topics
relating to school curriculum as
well as the new teaching council
were discussed.

Our January meeting saw a
presentation by Anna Maria
Higgins on the area of melody
writing for both junior and leaving
certificate students.

A further request by members for
a workshop on harmony is being
investigated for our May meeting.
Itis all go in Tipp at the momentl!
Further info available from John
Murray murraycol@eircom.net

Elaine Ui Ghéaréin is on maternit

leave.

Congratulations on the birth of a
baby boy on September 30th!

On October 10 2010 we had our
first branch meeting of the year.
Guest Speaker Mary Benson spoke

to us on the Leaving Cert.
composition paper.

Our next meeting is arranged for,
Thursday Feb 3rd in Carriok-
Shannon Education Centre at
8pm. Guest speaker AniMdarie
Higgins will be speaking on the
topics of Junior Cert marking and
the Leaving Cert Irish Music

=

guestion from the Listening Paper.

Siofra Co

Tsomething aided by the intelligent programming. As always, it is neither

The end of summer and the start of autumn must mean that PPMTA time is
not far off. Year on year, we slog away with what we have, put them through
the grinder, hope that they were happy with the outcome at the Assumptjon;
and then face into another nine months of it. That which makes it bearable,
even fun, is the annual shindig at the PPMTA Convention, thedngahised

and bestrun Oktoberfest of any subje¢t 8 &8 2 OA F G A2y @ 6 Wdza i
AlQa UGNXzSHO o

And so we returned to the Midlands this year. There are some who would
regard Kilkenny as South Midlands, but what do they know? This year to
Athlone, to the Shannon, Four Roads, WestmeatscommorGalway.
Goldsmith country. (Connections mean a lot in our game).

And what a programme your committee had lined up for you! It may be a
little tiresome to praise them year on year, but your scribe has no axe to
grind; he has seen all of them, and he reiterates that the committee
continues to excel itself in providing stimulating and valuable input for its
hardworking members. The turnout this year bore ample witness to that; at a
time of nearuniversal dismay and pessimism, that so many people turned up
and threw in their tuppencevorth is a cause for quiet pride.

We kicked off on Friday with an address from the Mayor of AthlhE,
Sheila Buckley ByrnéA former teacher, she knew whereof she spoke, putting
particular emphasis on Drama and-Qaricular activities, all of which was
YdzAAO (G2 2dzNJ SFNEX AF @2dzQf f LI NR2Y
programme of presentations, participations and discussions, with an excellent
array of trade stands to meet all requirements, from sheet music to advanced
technology. It was gratifying to see the sizeable turnouts for all of the talks,
with people making choices as between Friday, Saturday and Sunday,
possible nor advisable to get to everything, and nor did I; but what | saw and
heard reflected mightily on all. From the energyvof | Bitmdntwhacking
and theTeam Sambalass, to the thoughtfub S ¢ ¢ S OK BB Q
from Paul BrennarW2 y I (i K I Yy idead®réay &ppidach to teaching
Harmonyto Anna F NAS | A33IAyaQ L /Abys Kiglschinkn§
Centenaryand the inimitableLightbulb Momentssomething for everyone.
And that was only the serious stuff. Plenty of coffee, lunches, a wine
reception and of course the banquet afforded ample opportunity to all to
catch up with old friends, make new ones and generally let the hair down
with only a week to midterm.

This was a year of changes: your incumbent Citaiel Glancgtepped down

C2N

Of

and the resulting changes saw a reshuffled Commit@gphen McFarlanis
the new Chair, wittMairéad Edmondas vicechair,Paul Brennarsecretary,
Freda Mooneyreasurer andPatricia Mageenembership Secretary. The
Association handed over on Saturday afternoon has gone from strength
AO0NBY3IGK dzy RSNJ 9GKStQa fSIFIRSNAKA
As always, | felt that the vast bulk of members left for home on Sunday
invigorated for the year aheaglD2 R K St LJ K S Y-a@nd ibdkiBge Qf f
forward to next year already. Anent which: Ethel mentioned rumblings about
the length of conference; talk of cutting it to two days. Resist, comrades! In
the hard times coming, we need our weekend. This is one fight we can win!

to
LIT |

Gerry Murphy
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Each year the PPMTA awards the

students who achieved the highest
grades in Junior and Leaving
Certificate Music.

Each student receives a silver medal
and the student who achieved the
highest grade in Junior Certificate
Music also recei v
Memorial Trophy for one year.

The successful students in 2010
examinations were:

Junior Certificate: (OOHQ 295R

Westmeath
Teacher: Mary Hopkins

Leaving Certificate: Katie Grogan,
Sacred Heart Sec. School,
Tullamore, Co Offaly

Teacher: Mary Gillespie
The awards were presented in the

Ashling Hotel, Dublin on Saturday
15" January 2011.

es t
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Mary Gillespie, Oliver Hynes and Katie Grogan

Paul Brennan, Mary Hopkins and
9ttt Sy hQw2dzN] S

Mairéad Edmonds, Oliver
Hynes, Stephen McFarlane
and Paul Brennan

Oliver Hynes and
Stephen
McFarlane

Notes for the Information of Teachers and Candidates, Leaving Certificate Examinations in Music 2011 are availak

on www.examinations.ie

Go to http://www.examinations.ie/schools/Info_note_2011.pdf



